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Synopsis

This groundbreaking book provides you with the skills and resources necessary to build web
applications for Twitter. Perfect for new and casual programmers intrigued by the world of
microblogging, Twitter API: Up and Running carefully explains how each part of Twitter's APl works,
with detailed examples that show you how to assemble those building blocks into practical and fun
web applications. You'll also get a complete look at Twitter culture and learn how it has inspired
programmers to build hundreds of tools and applications. With this book, you will: Explore every
component of a Twitter application and learn how the API responds Get the PHP and MySQL code
necessary to build your own applications, with explanations of how these ingredients work Learn
from real-world Twitter applications created just for this book Discover the most interesting and
useful Twitter programs--and get ideas for creating your own--with the book’s Twitter application
directory. Twitter offers a new way to connect with people on the Internet, and Twitter API: Up and
Running takes you right to the heart of this technology. "Twitter API: Up and Running is a friendly,
accessible introduction to the Twitter API. Even beginning web developers can have a working
Twitter project before they know it. Sit down with this for a weekend and you’re on your way to
Twitter APl mastery." --Alex Payne, Twitter APl Lead "Twitter API: Up and Running is a very
comprehensive and useful resource--any developer will feel the urge to code a Twitter-related

application right after finishing the book!" --The Lollicode team, creators of Twitscoop
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Twitter is a free social networking and micro-blogging service where users send and receive very
small text-based posts. The short length of these messages and the simplicity of the service causes
the message traffic to be labeled descriptively as tweets. However, even a very simple messaging
service requires programming these days, and that is where this very accessible book comes
in.This book is an introduction to build web applications via the Twitter API. This book has three
main parts: an overview of the Twitter social issues; background information on the languages and
environment you need to create your applications; and finally code for sample applications that will
get you started. Anyone familiar with computer programming and web applications should be able to
just read the PHP scripts used to create the sample applications and understand how the underlying
syntax works.The reader needs a basic understanding of how applications are built and hosted on
the Web. However, strangely enough, you don’'t need to be a professional programmer. The
XHTML, CSS, PHP, and MySQL code necessary for building the example applications will be
provided and explained.Chapter 1, "Hello Twitter", is not your usual intro chapter on a basic Hello
Twitter program. Instead it is a chapter on the culture and social aspects of Twitter. Anyone can pick
up this chapter and understand what Twitter is and where it is coming from in a social and historical
context.Chapter 2, "Twitter Applications", reviews third-party Twitter apps. The purpose, however, is
not to present you with a directory of the world’s best Twitter applications. Instead, the purpose of
this list is to show you some of the things that can be done with a web application using the Twitter
API.
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